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Rhetorical Analysis of Editorial
David Brooks in his editorial Kamala Harris knows how to win Elections published in the New York Times news depicts how Kamala Harris’ debate with Mike Pence showed a great shift in the 2020 Presidential election campaign ideas. The author contrasts and compares the speech of Senator Harris in 2019 and her debate with Pence this October and notes the significant difference that he believes forms the 2020 Presidential campaigns. In the article, Brooks explains how the Democrats have changed their tactics of the campaign and are now using the failures of the Republican candidate, President Donald Trump to reach out to voters who are tired of Trump’s presidency. Brooks has successfully made persuasive arguments that try to convince the audience that the vice presidential debate was taken away by the Democratic candidate Kamala Harris. Brooks has achieved this persuasion through different rhetorical strategies and writing styles including expansive diction, integration of first-person and third-person points of view, and optimistic tone of the Kamala’s potential win.
First, Brooks’ editorial is expansive and sought to address the details from the vice presidential debate 2020. The analysis of the debate is not elaborate but also long-winded on political issues that have happened in the past. For example, while contrasting the political culture war in the current presidential race, Brooks compares how the past presidential debates and campaigns have been majorly anchored on ideologies and that the current election is different because it has changed to two practical problems which include removing Donald Trump and resolving the Covid-19 problems (3). However, he does not end there; he also expansively explores how the past presidents including Bush, Obama, and now Trump have all learned from the presidential job that governing is about finding solutions to unforeseen problems (Brooks 4).
Secondly, Brooks’ integration of first-person, second-person, and third-person narration point of view has also portrayed his intention of making his audiences understand and resonate with his points. Through the third-person narration perspective, Brooks appeal to the emotions of the pathos of his audience by trying to convince them Senator Harris represented the Democrats well during the debate. Brooks is clearly trying to elicit emotions from his audience through his overemphasis on Senator Harris’ performance during her debate. Brooks has highlighted the different achievements and on the debate, he has focused on what Senator Harris got right all through the debate. On the other hand, Brooks’ appeal to ethos is depicted by his comparison of Harris’s previous behavior and how she acted during her debate with Pence. For example, he states that in 2019 Senator Harris was ranked as the most liberal person in the Senate and highlighted some of the political achievements that have been seriously criticized (6). Brooks further explains that compared to 2019, the Harris who attended the debate was different as she tried to respond to the failures of the current administration.
Lastly, Brooks’ optimistic tone is depicted through the way he describes the potential win of Senator Harris and Joe Biden. Brooks states that “how your campaign is how you govern” and he is convinced that Senator Harris was the best candidate for the vice-presidential position from the Democrat’s side. His statements show optimism that the duo will win the 2020 elections as he states that they need to “switch sharply back to the left once elected (7).” His statement here is not “if elected” but “once elected.”
In conclusion, the writer uses different writing techniques to convince their audience about the topic that they write about. In Brooks editorial Kamala Harris knows how to win Elections; he uses different techniques including pathos, ethos, expansive diction, and integration of narration perspectives to convince his audience about how the current shift in presidential elections may change the final outcome of the elections as well.
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